
 

Semester Schools Network:    

https://www.semesterschools.net/ 

Why a Semester School? 

First and foremost, semester schools act as a supplement to, not a replacement for, our 

students’ sending schools. A semester away provides a unique opportunity to reflect on 

oneself as a learner and as a community member, but it is not an experience that exists 

in isolation. Semester schools teach transferable skills that allow our alumni to return to 

their high schools with a renewed sense of self and an ability to both contribute to and 

benefit from their school community. 

About 

The Semester Schools Network is a group of schools offering semester-long educational 

opportunities for high school students. Students leave their sending schools for one 

semester to attend our schools; they return with one full semester of academic credit, 

as well as a wealth of knowledge and new experiences to bring back to their sending 

schools. Our programs deliver powerful outcomes for students—from challenging them 

academically, to expanding their views of the world, to helping them understand 

themselves as learners, to teaching them the value of participation in a small 

community. We have enrolled students from hundreds of high schools all over the 

United States and the world. We believe that a semester away can be an outstanding 

complement to the college preparatory education offered by independent and public 

high schools. 

   

 

https://www.semesterschools.net/


 
 

Empowering experiences 
in the mountains of Idaho 
and Patagonia, Chile 
prime students for a 
lifetime of leadership. The 
Alzar School offers an 
intersection of rigorous 
academics, cultural 
exchange, and outdoor 
adventure. Students learn 

to lead, catalyzing their own lives and 
impacting the world around them.  

Rigorous Academics: The Alzar School 
challenges students through a 
demanding curriculum, including 
Advanced Placement (AP) and honors 
courses, designed to nurture minds, 
broaden their perspectives and deepen 
an understanding of the world. During 
the Alzar School’s semester program, 
students tackle all of their traditional 
classes from their sending schools.  

Cultural Exchange: By traveling 
internationally, the Alzar School offers a 
unique opportunity to experience 
cultural immersion in a socially and 
ecologically rich country. Students study 
abroad for 5-6 weeks of the semester in 
the Lake District and Patagonia. Chile is 
known for its cultural warmth, 
breathtaking geography, and rich 
history. Our student body is made up of 
students from all over the world–and 
includes Chilean students that live, 
explore and study with each cohort, 
providing a true two-way exchange. 

Outdoor Adventure: Our US campus is 
located on the North Fork of the Payette 
River, just over two miles downstream of 

the world-class Kelly’s Whitewater Park 
and seven miles upstream of the Class 
II-III whitewater Cabarton section. 
Campus is within an hour of two ski 
resorts and endless hiking trails. While in 
Chile, students kayak crystal blue water 
and explore the Andes. Over the course 
of the semester, students learn to 
backpack, kayak, raft, ski/snowboard, 
and more. No prior experience is 
required. 

Semester Size 35 

Student Teacher Ratio 4:1 

Grade Levels Sophomore, Junior 

Focus / Specialty International, 
Outdoors, Leadership 

Location Chile & Idaho 

Environment International 

Admission Deadlines February 13 

Contact Information 

(208) 639-9891 

Visit Website 

Alzar School 

1600 Airport Way 

Cascade, ID 83611 

http://www.alzarschool.org/


 
 

CITYterm at The Masters 
School CITYterm is an 
experience-based 
semester program for 
intellectually 
adventuresome juniors 
and seniors in high 
school. Based at The 
Masters School in Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, the program 
brings together 30 
students and eleven 
faculty members, seven 
in residence, for an 
intensive study of New 

York City. Students spend three days of 
our six-day academic week in the 
classroom and three days in NYC. The 
program encourages students to 
connect classroom learning with city 
experiences through an integrated, 
interdisciplinary curriculum that employs 
New York City as its central text. 
CITYterm has a six day per week 
academic schedule. Students spend 
two weekday afternoons in the city and 
all day Saturday engaged in fieldwork. 
They devote three weekday afternoons 
participating in the Urban Core, an 
interdisciplinary, humanities-intensive 
honors course that encompasses the 
History, Literature, and Urban 
Environments of New York City (for 
which students receive three credits 
from their home school, the equivalent 
of three honors-level courses). The Urban 
Core is taught by a team of 
experienced teachers who foster the 
students’ exploration of New York City 
and the learning process itself. In 
addition, students take Math, Science, 
Foreign Language and/or American 
History in hour-long course blocks which 
meet three times per week. The 
following courses are available to 
support students’ on-going academic 
programs at their home schools: 
Algebra II/Trigonometry, 

Probability/Statistics, Pre-Calculus, AP 
Calculus AB and BC; French III, IV and 
AP Language; Spanish III, IV and AP 
Language; AP Latin; Physics and 
Chemistry; U.S. History, and AP U.S. 
History. 

About CITYterm 

CITYterm is… 
● A Semester School: CITYterm is an 

intensive, experience-based 
semester school for juniors and 
seniors in high school. Students 
come from public and private 
schools across the country and 
around the world. CITYterm is 
open to domestic and 
international students. You can 
attend in either the Fall or the 
Spring semester. 

● A Learning Community: CITYterm 
brings 30 students and 11 faculty 
members together to create a 
close-knit community. You will live 
on a gorgeous 96 acre campus 
at The Masters School and form 
connections that will last a 
lifetime. 

● Experience-based: We believe 
that the most profound learning 
takes place when it is rooted in 
experience. Students spend 
every other day in New York City 
linking their classroom work to the 
endless array of opportunities 
available. 

● Interdisciplinary: With a shared 
text of New York City, CITYterm’s 
three-course Urban Core 
curriculum is fully interdisciplinary. 
The Urban Core is comprised of 
Honors-level History, English and 
Urban Environments of New York 
City, but is taught as an 
interdisciplinary course. You will 

http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2443
http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2443
http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2435
http://www.mastersny.org/
http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2475
http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2475


 
 

design projects that explore 
complicated questions from a 
variety of angles. 

● Authentic: Learning at CITYterm is 
based on authentic experience. 
Our students recognize that 
learning can happen on any city 
block, and that the best 
instruction does not culminate in 
an exam but with a seminar 
featuring a novelist or a poet, a 
meeting with an architectural 
historian, a dinner with a 
homeless person, an afternoon 
giving a neighborhood walking 
tour, or a night at the theater. At 
CITYterm, what you are learning 
will feel connected and relevant 
to you and to the world we live 
in. 

● Student-centered: Your teachers 
will learn alongside you and 
empower you to see yourself as 
the author of your own learning 
experiences. Through regular 
feedback and once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences in New York City, 
CITYterm’s curriculum will move 
you towards increased 
academic independence; 
ultimately you will have more and 
more opportunities to design your 
projects. The projects you build 
around these experiences will 
push you to develop a wide 
range of skills from reading and 
writing to active inquiry, critical 
thinking, and team leadership. 
The collaborative environment 
will encourages you to embrace 
dialogue, listen, question, and try 
out new ideas. 

● Keeping You on Track: In addition 
to the Urban Core, you can enroll 
in a wide range of math, science 
and foreign language courses. At 
CITYterm will you receive credit 
for the three Urban Core classes 

and for the math, science and 
language courses you take. You 
will return to your home school on 
track for graduation and college. 

Semester Size 30 

Student Teacher Ratio 4:1 

Grade Levels Junior, Senior 

Focus / Specialty Experiential, 
Interdisciplinary, NYC-Explorative 

Location Dobbs Ferry, New York 

Environment Urban 

Admission Deadlines February 15 

Contact Information 

info@cityterm.org 
(914) 479-6502 
Visit Website 
CITYterm at The Masters School 
49 Clinton Ave. 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522   

http://www.cityterm.org/page.cfm?p=2491
http://www.cityterm.org/


 
 

Each semester 
Conserve School 
brings together 
sixty tenth and 
eleventh grade 
students who 
share a strong 
attachment to 
the natural world 

and who are motivated to conserve it. 
This semester-long immersion in 
environmental studies and outdoor 
activities deepens their love of nature, 
reinforces their commitment to 
conservation, and equips them to 
take meaningful action as 
environmental stewards. 

The program interweaves 
college-preparatory academics with: 

● the study of environmental history, 
nature literature, and the science 
conservation, 

● environmental service work, 
● exploration of careers related to 

conservation, 
● training in teamwork and leadership, 

and 
● engagement with the outdoors. 

Campus 
Conserve School’s Lowenwood 
campus provides an ideal setting for 
inspiring environmental stewardship 
with its 1200 wilderness acres, four 
private lakes, and two-mile shared 
border with the Sylvania Wilderness 
Area and Ottawa National Forest. 
Students develop a strong sense of 
place as they experience the 
surrounding wilderness via foot, ski, 
bike, canoe and snowshoe. Conserve 
School students become part of a 

community that heightens their sense 
of identity and self-worth and imparts 
the confidence they need to go 
forward and make a difference, not 
only as stewards of the environment, 
but also as stewards of their own 
destinies. Check out Conserve School 
to discover for yourself how…one 
semester can make a world of 
difference. 

Semester Size 60 

Student Teacher Ratio 3:1 

Grade Levels Sophomore, Junior 

Focus / Specialty Environmental 
stewardship 

Location Land O' Lakes, Wisconsin 

Environment Rural 

Admission Deadlines Rolling; fills by 
March 

Contact Information 

admissions@conserveschool.org 
(715) 547-1300 
Visit Website 
Conserve School 
5400 North Black Oak Lake Road 
Land O’ Lakes, WI 54540   

http://www.conserveschool.org/


 
 

Study in the Rocky 
Mountains of 
Colorado for a 
semester! At HMI, 
high school juniors 
(and some seniors) 
receive a full 
semester of 

academic credit while spending a total 
of 30 days backpacking and skiing 
through mountains and canyons. 
Located in Leadville, CO, at elevation 
10,000 ft, HMI brings together students 
from all over the U.S. for seventeen 
unforgettable weeks. The West is our 
classroom--no previous outdoor 
experience required! 

The HMI Semester  Wilderness: Extended 
wilderness expeditions (ranging in length 
from 9 to 18 days) are what set HMI 
apart from all other semester schools. All 
experience levels are welcome and we 
teach students what they need to know 
to successfully backpack and/or ski in 
Colorado and Utah. Each expedition 
provides the opportunity to connect 
with the natural world, develop personal 
leadership and interpersonal skills, and 
use wilderness locations as an 
academic textbook. On expeditions 
students will hike the highest peaks in 
Colorado, explore slot canyons in Utah, 
sleep under star-filled skies, ski pristine 
powder, and much more. 
Academics: Students continue their AP 
and honors-level courses—with a twist; 
HMI academics are place-based and 
experiential. This means that Spanish 
class may learn grammar, vocabulary, 
and linguistic skills through working with 
the local Hispanic population. Science 
class may delve into the impact of 
mining by visiting a watershed below an 
old mine and then study that same mine 
in United States History. The world 

around becomes our textbook allowing 
for deeper understandings in each 
course. Residential Life: 48 students 
choose to attend HMI each semester 
and each student brings a unique 
perspective to the world and to the 
boarding community. Students live in 
off-the-grid cabins, chopping wood for 
the woodstove and completing daily 
chores to maintain campus. Our 
community is small and we are 
intentional about building strong 
relationships through all that we do. And 
our community is fun! Outside of the 
classroom we go skiing, play music, 
have dance parties, visit the hot springs, 
host prom, and pretty much anything 
else you can think to do in Colorado. 

Semester Size 48 

Student Teacher Ratio 4:1 

Grade Levels Junior, Senior, Gap Year 

Focus / Specialty Outdoors, Leadership, 
Sustainability 

Location Leadville, Colorado 

Environment Rural 

Admission Deadlines February 15 

Contact Information 

Visit Website 
High Mountain Institute 
531 County Rd 5A 
Leadville, CO 80461 

 
 

http://www.hminet.org/semester-and-summer-term/semester/wilderness
https://www.hminet.org/content/academics
https://www.hminet.org/semester/community
http://www.hminet.org/


 
 

WHY COME TO 
MAINE COAST 
SEMESTER AT 
CHEWONKI? 
Most schools ask 
questions you 
can answer from 

a textbook. Maine Coast Semester at 
Chewonki asks the questions that really 
matter: Who are you? What do you 
want from your education? How will you 
engage with the world around you? 
How can you become a force for 
positive change? As a Maine Coast 
Semester student, you’ll have the time, 
teachers, and resources you need to 
seek answers to those questions—all 
while living in one of the world’s most 
spectacular natural settings. 
Our home on Chewonki Neck in 
midcoast Maine is a private 400-acre 
peninsula that includes rocky intertidal 
zones, boreal forests, freshwater ponds, 
and a horse-powered organic farm. 
During your four months here, you’ll 
combine challenging academic 
coursework with hands-on practice in 
nature, learn how to live sustainably, 
and discover how you can help bring 
out the best in communities near and 
far. You’ll leave with new skills, 
confidence, and purpose—and the 
knowledge that you can make a 
difference. 
ACADEMICS: Maine Coast Semester 
classes will challenge and inspire you in 
ways you’ve never imagined. You’ll take 
five courses: Natural History of the Maine 
Coast (our signature field ecology 
course); Literature and the Land or 
Ethics: Understanding and Choice; and 
three other courses chosen from math 
(Algebra II through BC Calculus), world 
languages (French, Spanish, or another 
language, arranged by tutorial), US 
History, Art and the Natural World, and 
Environmental Issues. Every subject is 
advanced; academic rigor is a given. 

From that baseline, we take learning to 
the next level. Using the natural world as 
your laboratory, you’ll break through 
classroom walls to apply what you’ve 
learned to real-life problems—like 
modeling tidal changes in Precalculus 
class or collecting ecological data on 
the health of the Maine Coast. 
COMMUNITY: You’ll live and work with 
41 other motivated peers and 16 faculty 
on our beautiful forested peninsula, 
Chewonki Neck. You’ll form lifelong 
friendships with your semester-mates, 
especially the 5-7 other students who 
share your cozy, wood-heated cabin. 
And you’ll gain a sense of pride and 
confidence from doing the real work 
that makes our tight-knit, community 
function.  
SUSTAINABILITY: Part of our mission is 
educating each other about how to 
best protect our earth now and for 
generations to come. During your Maine 
Coast Semester, you will not only learn 
about sustainability, you’ll live it every 
day. You’ll split wood to heat your 
cabin, install solar panels, harvest 
produce, turn compost, and care for 
the farm animals that work for and feed 
us. And you’ll join in lively discussions 
about how each of us impacts the 
natural environment and how we can 
be advocates for change. 
MAINE OUTDOORS: You’ll gain valuable 
outdoor leadership skills and have a 
blast while on a weeklong wilderness trip 
in one of Maine’s many natural areas. If 
you come for the fall semester, you will 
either canoe on one of the state’s 
pristine rivers, sea kayak or sail along the 
rocky coastline of the Gulf of Maine, or 
backpack on the Appalachian Trail. 
During the spring semester, you will 
either snowshoe or Nordic ski in the 
legendary North Woods. Don’t worry as 
we don’t assume any previous 
experience for these trips. You’ll have 
many other chances to hone your 



 
 

outdoor skills including a two-day solo 
on our peninsula. Or you may want to 
take wilderness first aid certification 
training or hike in Acadia National Park. 

Semester Size 42 

Student Teacher Ratio 3:1 

Grade Levels Junior 

Focus / Specialty Science, Sustainability, 
Farm 

Location Wiscasset, Maine 

Environment Rural 

Admission Deadlines February 15 

Contact Information 

KC FORD: Director of Admissions and 
Financial Aid 

admissions@chewonki.org 
(207) 882-7323 
Visit Website 
Maine Coast Semester at Chewonki 
485 Chewonki Neck Road 
Wiscasset, ME 04578   

http://www.mainecoastsemester.org/


 
 

The Island 
School is a 
transformative 
semester or 
summer journey 
based on the 

island of Eleuthera in The Bahamas. 
Students and teachers at The Island 
School engage in a process of inquiry in 
order to discover sustainable solutions to 
real world problems. 

In contrast to other programs, only 
place-based coursework is offered at 
The Island School. Using Eleuthera’s 
cultural and environmental landscape, 
students explore their classes outside of 
the traditional classroom setting through 
student-centered academics and 
outdoor programs that support personal 
growth and leadership development. 
During a semester, students will take 
courses in ecology, applied scientific 
research, mathematics, art, literature, 
and histories. In addition, students will 
participate in outreach programs that 
practice a project-based approach to 
local collaboration. 

Research Facility 
At The Island School, students have the 
opportunity to work with researchers at 
a world-class research facility, the Cape 
Eleuthera Institute. Through the applied 
scientific research course, students 
investigate the surrounding marine or 
terrestrial environment with the goal of 
answering pertinent ecological 
questions. At the end of the semester, 
students will present their research to 
local government officials and policy 
makers and also complete and publish 
a scientific research poster. Rounding 
out the semester are the physical and 

outdoor education programs. Not only 
do students spend five mornings a week 
training for a half-marathon or four mile 
open-ocean swim, but they also 
participate in two sea kayaking trips 
and earn a PADI Open Water Diver 
Certification. In all of these ways, The 
Island School pushes students outside of 
their comfort zone. By facing real 
substantial challenges in the classroom, 
on a morning run, or when presenting 
their scientific research to Bahamian 
policymakers, students confront their 
limitations together and develop a 
deep sense of personal 
accomplishment and community 
support. At The Island School, we 
believe that young people, given the 
right tools, can accomplish anything. 
The Island School experience culminates 
in the beginning of a lifelong 
educational journey, where 
self-confident students emerge as 
engaged global citizens, empowered to 
be active leaders of their generation.  

Semester Size 52 

Student Teacher Ratio 4:1 

Grade Levels Sophomore, Junior 

Focus / Specialty Sustainability, Marine 
Conservation 

Location Eleuthera, The Bahamas 

Environment International 

Admission Deadlines February 15 

Contact Information Visit Website   



 
 

The 
Mountain 
School 
began in 
1984 as the 
first 
semester 
program in 
the 

country. Each fall and spring, 45 
academically motivated juniors spend a 
semester learning from each other, from 
dynamic teachers, and from the forests 
and gardens of central Vermont. While 
there are opportunities for outdoor 
activities including a solo camping trip, 
orienteering challenges, hiking and 
cross-country skiing the defining feature 
of the Mountain School is the farm and 
the rigor of our academic program. 

The Farm 
The farm produces 100% of the 
vegetables, meat, eggs and maple 
syrup that the students eat during their 
four-month stay. This amounts to nearly 
one hundred different kinds of fruits and 
vegetables totaling around thirty-five 
thousand pounds per year. Fall semester 
students harvest a three-acre vegetable 
garden, make apple cider, plant winter 
crops in the greenhouses, cut down 
trees to heat our buildings, and help to 
rotate the cows and sheep from pasture 
to pasture. Spring students make maple 
syrup, assist with lambing, gather food 
from the greenhouses, harvest trees to 
heat our campus, take care of the barn 
animals, and plant the garden that a 
new group of students will harvest in the 
fall. Many of our graduates say that 
living the eat what you grow philosophy 
sparked a life-long awareness of where 
their food comes from and an 

appreciation for the value of their own 
labor. 

The Academic Program 
The Mountain School is for academically 
motivated students who love to learn. 
With a curriculum that offers only Honors 
and AP courses, serious students need 
not worry about sacrificing key 
coursework and college preparation. All 
students take English and Environmental 
Science and three of the following 
electives: US History, Physics, Chemistry, 
Humanities, Studio Art, Spanish, French, 
Latin, Chinese, and any level of 
mathematics. The Mountain School is 
accredited by the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges, 
and we’ve worked with over 300 
sending schools in 30 years. The top 
three colleges that Mountain School 
graduates attend are Yale, Middlebury 
and Brown. 

Residential Life 
Five houses, ranging in size from five to 
twelve students, provide a comfortable 
place for students and faculty families 
to live and build lasting relationships. 
What's different about the Mountain 
School is that the student dorm is 
attached to a faculty home, and 
students spend 1/2 an hour each night 
with their dorm faculty, creating close 
and lasting bonds. Mountain School 
facilities are elegantly simple. While 
there is internet on central campus, 
there is no internet access in the 
residential houses by recommendation 
of Mountain School graduates. There is 
also no cell phone service on any part 
of campus. This allows students to put 



 
 

their phones away and focus on the 
place and people around them. 

Alumni 
Many Mountain School graduates have 
gone on to create positive changes at 
the local and national level. Josh Viertel 
runs Slow Food USA, and Adam 
Werbach became president of the 
Sierra Club at age 23. Maggie 
Gyllenhaal has blazed a trail for women 
in acting, and Kim Master started a 
Green Building Consulting Firm in New 
York. Eden Trenor organized a thriving 
farmer’s market outside Seattle, and 
Dianna Garfield works with the Coast 
Guard to design green powering 
techniques for their ships. Billy Parish was 
awarded the Brower Youth award for his 
work leading the Energy Action 
Network. The Mountain School has an 
active network of nearly 3,000 alums 
that get together for various service 
events throughout the year. 

Why Should You Choose The Mountain 
School? 
All Mountain School students will 
embrace a vibrant intellectual culture, 
learn where their food and energy 
comes from, experience the satisfaction 
that comes from meaningful physical 
work, and understand the connections 
between their everyday actions and the 
world. Many alumni look back through 
their lives and point to the Mountain 
School as their defining educational 
experience, and their perspective on 
their food and their role in community is 
forever changed. We hope you will 
consider joining us in Vershire, Vermont! 

Semester Size 45 

Student Teacher Ratio 2:1 

Grade Levels Junior 

Focus / Specialty Farm, Place-based 
Academics 

Location Vershire, Vermont 

Environment Rural 

Admission Deadlines February 13 

Contact Information 

admissions@mountainschool.o 
(802) 685-4520 
Visit Website 
The Mountain School 
151 Mountain School Rd 
Vershire, VT 05079   

http://www.mountainschool.org/


 
 

Academics We 
often brag that 
there are no desks 
at The Outdoor 
Academy. Our 180 
acre campus is our 
primary classroom. 
It is quite common 
to find our students 

following their Natural Science teacher 
through the woods to find a beautiful 
bed of mushrooms, reading poetry on 
the dock with their English teacher, or 
debating articles for Environmental 
Seminar sitting in the meadow. While 
maintaining an honors level curriculum, 
we believe the more engaging and 
hands-on our classes can be the more 
motivated and excited our students 
become. Our curriculum consists of 
college preparatory courses taught by 
expert faculty, many of whom possess 
advanced degrees in their fields. Our 
small, highly interactive classes foster 
intellectual confidence and build 
communication skills. Students routinely 
lead discussions, present lessons to their 
peers, explore their personal ethics, and 
share their passions and perspectives. 
OA graduates routinely take on 
leadership positions in student 
government, environmental and social 
justice clubs, sports teams, and artistic 
organizations in their high schools after 
returning home. They go on to attend 
distinguished colleges and graduate 
programs. Accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, the 
credit for our courses will transfer directly 
to your high school transcript. Our 
approach to teaching and learning is 
inclusive, Socratic, engaging, and 
experiential. Courses include English, 
Natural Science, Math (Algebra II, 
Geometry, Pre-Cal, Advanced Math, 
etc), Environmental Seminar or World 
History, Second Language (Spanish or 
French, levels 1-4), and Art. We invite 

you to read detailed descriptions of 
these courses in our online curriculum 
guide. 

Community living is central to the OA 
experience. Students and faculty work 
alongside one another during morning 
chores, kitchen duties, and work crew. 
They interact in the evening and on 
weekends, developing authentic, 
meaningful relationships. We put an 
emphasis on living simply, appreciating 
the value of making our own music, 
crafts, and food while interacting with 
one another without the distractions of 
technology. By working together on the 
land, students develop an exceptional 
sense of personal responsibility. Our 
garden-to-table program enables us to 
see the resources and collective labor 
necessary to sustainably produce 
high-quality food. With this comes an 
appreciation for the resources and 
relationships that support us. Faculty 
members guide our wilderness 
excursions, which include backpacking, 
rock climbing, whitewater paddling, 
and exploring the unique history and 
cultures of the Southern Appalachians. 
Students take on wilderness leadership 
roles as their skills advance. Relationships 
created at The Outdoor Academy are 
based on open communication and 
mutual respect, fostered within a 
nurturing community. These friendships 
are enduring, both between the 
students and with the staff. In addition 
to our core academics, students gain 
experience in: Community Building & 
Leadership, Service Learning & Work 
Crew, Wilderness Skills & Outdoor 
Learning, Environmental Awareness & 
Ethics. As a semester school primarily for 
10th graders, we can offer placement 
to select ninth and eleventh graders. 
OA welcomes students from diverse 



 
 

backgrounds who attend public, 
charter, private, or home schools. Our 
inclusive OA community offers students 
the best opportunity to better 
understand themselves, how they learn 
most successfully, and how important 
they are to the world around them. We 
believe this understanding provides a 
foundation for responsible leadership. 
The Outdoor Academy offers an 
extraordinary environment where all 
members of the community are 
encouraged to reach their full potential 
as thinkers, citizens, and leaders. 

Semester Size 28 

Student Teacher Ratio 3:1 

Grade Levels Freshman, Sophomore, 
Junior 

Focus / Specialty Challenge, Wilderness, 
Character 

Location Pisgah Forest, North Carolina 

Environment Rural 

Admission Deadlines Rolling, Priority Feb. 
15th 

Contact Information 

admissions@enf.org 
(828) 877-4349 
Visit Website 
The Outdoor Academy 
43 Hart Road 
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768   

http://www.enf.org/outdoor-academy


 
 

Mission — Think, 
create, and 
grow. The 
Oxbow 
School—an 
innovative, 
interdisciplinary 
program 
combining visual 
arts with 
academics 
—helps and 
encourages high 

school students to learn and develop 
the skills necessary to succeed in an 
increasingly complex and 
interdependent world. Through rigorous 
studio art practice grounded in creative 
and intellectual inquiry, the program 
extends each student’s critical thinking 
abilities.  

Semester The Oxbow School is a 
semester program focusing on studio 
artmaking and interdisciplinary 
humanities. This program provides 
juniors, seniors, and gap-year students 
the opportunity for an intensive art 
experience and thought provoking 
academic instruction. Students have 
life-changing experiences and 
adventures while with us in California 
and have many opportunities to visit the 
city and the wilderness.  
The atmosphere at Oxbow is one of 
artistic and social exploration combined 
with rigorous academics designed to 
prepare students for college and 
beyond. We invite students to enlarge 
their artistic vision and enhance their 
technical skills in an environment 
dedicated to supporting artistic inquiry. 
Take this opportunity to further your 
education, expand your social horizons, 
explore your passion for art, and create 
a new foundation for your future! We 

are now accepting applications for the 
Fall 2016 and Spring 2017 Semesters. For 
more information visit: 
http://www.oxbowschool.org/adm... 

Visiting Artist Program The Visiting Artist 
Program is one of the most compelling 
aspects of the Oxbow experience. 
There are three facets to the program: 
the artist residencies, the lectures, and 
studio visits. Taken together, these 
elements comprise a new model for art 
education at the high school level. Each 
semester two established artists are 
invited to work with students on a 
collaborative project. Each of the 
residencies is an opportunity for you to 
gain firsthand experience in how artists 
think and work. This is a unique 
opportunity to engage in aesthetic 
decision-making with artists of national 
and international stature. 

Summer Camp Oxbow Summer Art 
Camp offers an engaging residential 
art-immersion program for high school 
students. Our 16-day sessions inspire 
participants to discover and develop 
their art practice and sense of self. 
Young artists experience what it's like to 
live and make work in community of 
passionate teachers, learners, and 
creators. Instructed by experienced 
teaching artists, teens are supported 
through all steps of the artistic process, 
from idea to creation, critique, and 
exhibition. The first week, studio time is 
focused on exploring painting, drawing, 
photography, sculpture, and 
printmaking. Young artists will strengthen 
their abilities in creative and critical 
inquiry as well as develop their technical 
skills. The second week, students 
propose and create a personal project, 
working under the guidance of a faculty 
advisor. Each day, studio time is mixed 

http://www.oxbowschool.org/admissions


 
 

with participation in activities such as 
Inspiration Evenings, skit nights, 
campfires, yoga, outdoor films, Art 
Olympics, and visits to Bay Area 
galleries. We believe there is no limit to 
what one can create given an 
environment of high-level instruction 
and support. Oxbow students will 
cultivate their art skills, connect with 
fellow artist peers, and create personally 
significant artwork. No portfolios or 
previous art training are required—just 
the desire to dive in and see what 
happens! 

 
Semester Size 48 

Student Teacher Ratio 5:1 

Grade Levels Junior, Senior, Gap Year, 
Summer 

Focus / Specialty Art, Design, Writing 

Location Napa, California 

Environment Urban 

Admission Deadlines Rolling, Priority Feb. 
15th 

Contact Information 

admissions@oxbowschool.org 

(707) 255-6000 

Visit Website 

The Oxbow School 

530 Third Street 

Napa, CA 94559   

http://www.oxbowschool.org/


 
 

America needs a new kind of leader. 
It needs leaders who are literate in the 
critical challenges facing our world. It 
needs leaders who can navigate with 
integrity the ambiguities of modern 
business, law, medicine, domestic 
politics, and international relations. It 
needs thoughtful activists, passionate 
social entrepreneurs, and relentless 
humanitarians. If we show a talented, 
motivated cohort of young Americans 
how to be this kind of leader, that group 
will create currents of hopeful, 
infectious, and powerful change 
throughout the world.  The best time for 
this sort of intervention is the junior year 
of high school: the critical moment 
when young people are gaining the 
ability to think seriously about complex 
ideas. When we catch promising 
students at this moment and challenge 
them with new information, new 
questions, and new possibilities, we help 
inspire them to change the world. The 
School for Ethics and Global Leadership 
(SEGL) is a semester-long residential 
program for motivated high school 
juniors from across the United States. We 
select students who have shown 
outstanding character, promise for 
leadership, and scholastic ability; our 
students also reflect the racial, 
socioeconomic, and geographic 
diversity of the United States. SEGL 
provides our students with a unique 
curriculum emphasizing ethical thinking 
skills, leadership development, and 
international affairs. Our location in 
Washington, DC and our affiliations with 
noted institutions and individuals ensure 

our students have access to the best our 
nation’s capital has to offer. Our 
students graduate ready to create 
positive change in our world.  They 
return home equipped with a greater 
understanding of themselves, an 
academic experience that will inform 
their college study, new leadership 
capabilities, and amazing lifelong 
friends. 

Program Highlights 
● Outstanding faculty and guest 

speakers who are leaders in their 
fields 

● Curricular partnerships with 
leading universities and NGOs 

● A Dupont Circle academic 
building steps from embassies 
and think tanks 

● A Capitol Hill residence steps 
from the Supreme Court and 
Capitol 

● An innovative case study-based 
Ethics & Leadership course for all 
students 

● Introductory exposure to Arabic 
and Chinese language and 
culture 

● Immersion in the resources of 
Washington, DC 

● A nonpartisan institutional 
approach 

● A personal ethical credo that 
reflects substantive growth in 
ethical reasoning 

● A collaborative, student-written, 
published policy document 

● A social entrepreneurial business 
plan crafted by each student by 
graduation 



 
 

● Reunion conferences to help 
students look toward future 
challenges 

Want to change the world? Let’s get 
started. 

Semester Size 24 

Student Teacher Ratio 2:1 

Grade Levels Junior 

Focus / Specialty Ethics, International 
Relations, Policy 

Location Washington, DC 

Environment Urban 

Admission Deadlines February 15 

Contact Information 

admissions@schoolforethics. 
(202) 684-7044 
Visit Website 
The School for Ethics and Global 
Leadership 
1528 18th St NW 
Washington, DC 20036   

http://www.schoolforethics.org/


 
 

The Traveling 
School offers 
teenage girls 
ages 15-18 the 
opportunity to 
explore the 
world and learn 
about 

themselves through academic, physical, 
and cultural challenges. Sixteen 
motivated young women and four 
inspiring teachers travel to a unique 
region of the globe. Students earn full 
credit, immerse in new cultures, develop 
outdoor skills, and build confidence 
during this transformational semester. 

Where We Go Fall semesters explore 
southern Africa (Zambia, Botswana, 
Namibia and South Africa). 
Custom-designed regional academics 
focus on the impact of Apartheid on 
modern South Africa, wildlife biology, 
the implications of mining and 
contemporary issues of the region. 
Spring semesters discover South 
America (Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia). 
Students immerse in Spanish language 
study throughout the semester, building 
conversational skills and confidence. 
Rigorous regional academics follow the 
course itinerary with intensive focus on 
the Amazon rainforest, Machu Picchu 
and the Inca civilization, and 
contemporary politics. Learn about our 
semesters here. 

Why We Go The Traveling School builds 
female leaders with powerful voices 
and widened perspectives that are 
inspired to learn, able to adapt and 
take risks and engage with the world. 
Our students, from across the globe, 
share a common desire to redefine high 
school, engage in a global community 
and make positive change. 

Academics At The Traveling School, the 
classroom is all around us. Learning 
comes to life through the places we 
visit, from the people we meet, and 
especially from the stories they tell us. 
Traveling School curriculum is designed 
around the locations we visit. 
Customized curriculum and textbooks 
support academic activities and 
cultural interaction. Students take six 
semester credits choosing from: Global 
Studies, PE & Independent Life Skills, 
History, English, Natural Science, Math, 
and Spanish (Spring Semester Only). 
Learn about our academics here. 

Cultural Immersion Students spend 15 
weeks immersed in the cultures of 
southern Africa or South America. 
Students will practice language skills in 
local markets, interact with community 
members, initiate community service 
projects and will participate in a 
weeklong homestay. 

Outdoor Adventure & Leadership Skills 
Outdoor skills development enables girls 
to gain self-confidence, strength, and 
expertise with various outdoor activities 
in a supportive environment. Students 
will experience camping, hiking, 
backpacking, canoeing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, 
rappelling, mountain biking, white water 
rafting and more. Leadership curriculum 
is a key component of building 
confidence and communication skills. 
 

Semester Size 16 

Student Teacher Ratio 4:1 

Grade Levels Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

http://www.travelingschool.com/semesters/
http://www.travelingschool.com/semesters/
http://www.travelingschool.com/academics/


 
 

Focus / Specialty All-girls, Global 
Leadership 

Location South America & Southern 
Africa 

Environment International 

Admission Deadlines Fall Semester 
Priority Deadline February 1; Spring 
Semester Priority Deadline February 1 

Contact Information 

info@travelingschool.com 
(406) 586-3096 
Visit Website 
The Traveling School 
615 E. Mendenhall, Ste A 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.travelingschool.com/

