
What’s the Big Deal?
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram—you know these words. Social networking
sites are a part of our lives and they are great tools for keeping in touch
with friends and family. But are they more than that? Can they be a tool in
your college search? Can they have a positive or negative effect on your
future college admission?

First, the facts…
• The average Instagram user has over 800 followers and Facebook

users have over 200 ‘friends.’ Remember to set your privacy settings
appropriately.

• A 2014 Kaplan survey found that 35% of admissions officers from
the majority of the top 500 schools checked out applicants’ social
networking pages during the application process.

• Negative impressions made by social media have fallen to 16%
from 38% - a good sign that students are more aware of their digital
footprint.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SOCIAL NETWORKING

YOU ONLY HAVE
ONE CHANCE
TO MAKE A
GOOD FIRST
IMPRESSION—
MAKE SURE THEIR
FIRST IMPRESSION
ISN’T A GLIMPSE
OF YOU
ONLINE DOING
SOMETHING
INAPPROPRIATE.

WHEN IS THE
LAST TIME YOU
‘GOOGLED’
YOURSELF?
CHECK OUT
WHAT OTHERS
MIGHT SEE IF
THEY TYPE IN
YOUR NAME…

WHY NOT USE THESE SITES AS A WAY TO PROMOTE YOURSELF?

GREAT PHOTOS OF YOUR LAST VOLUNTEER EFFORT OR
COMMENTING ON A THOUGHTFUL BLOG ABOUT A CURRENT EVENT 

TOPIC WILL SHOW THOSE LOOKING THAT YOU ARE AN INTERESTING 
PERSON – SOMEONE WORTH NOTICING!

TIPS TO HELP YOU MANAGE SOCIAL MEDIA:

- Control who sees each post you make - You can control who sees 
each and every post. Before you post a status update, link or anything
else, click the lock icon to choose who can see it. What you select will
override your “Posts by me” setting, which acts as the default.*

- Remove any photos or comments that could be seen as negative by
an admissions officer - Anything with alcohol, drugs, illegal activity,
racially derogatory, or sexually suggestive posts should be taken
down. Remember that these types of posts show a person who isn’t
responsible—exactly the opposite of what colleges are looking for.

- Check your profile often for unflattering tags - Make a point of looking
for photos or posts by friends that you wouldn’t want a college or
potential employer to see.

*from the Facebook website.



COMMUNICATION TIPS
As you begin planning for college, you will find that you need to communicate often with teachers,
mentors, counselors, admissions personnel and other professionals. Learning how to write and speak with
confidence will help you with each aspect of the college application process. Plus, you will show those
you communicate with, that you respect and appreciate their time. Follow these tips every time you send
correspondence—no matter how short:

• First, begin with an appropriate email address for yourself. If you can, get one with your name in it.
This email address allows those to whom you are writing to more easily locate your correspondence
in their inbox.

• Always use proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation. It may sound obvious, but misspelled words
will stand out in a letter and will detract from the message you are sending. Take the time to reread
your letter, use spell check or have someone else take a look at it before you send it!

• Begin your notes or letters with a salutation: “Dear Mr. Johnson” or “Good morning Ms. Perry,” for
example. If you are sending a note to the admissions office at a college, try to find a specific name
to send the letter to.

• Always start out more formal. Do not call someone by their first name, unless they ask you to do so.
Avoid using “cutesy” language and emoticons – save ‘ttyl’ and ‘:)’ for your friends. As you get to
know someone through correspondence, you may relax this rule if it is obvious that he
communicates that way with you.

• Try to avoid using slang. If the situation seems appropriate you can put the slang word in quotations.
• End all correspondence with an appropriate salutation. “Sincerely,” “Best regards,” and “Gratefully”

are all fine. Thanking the person for their time or attention to the matter is also important.
• Finally, make sure you include your full name, phone number, and email address so that they have a 

way to connect with you in the future.

TWITTER: It is easy and free to create an account on Twitter (www.twitter.com). You can follow colleges
of interest or professional organizations in your field of study. These groups will send you ‘tweets’ with
pertinent information on events, deadlines, and opportunities. Additionally, some colleges are actually
tracking if students are following them in these online forums. It’s a great way for you to demonstrate your
interest in your top schools!

LinkedIn: This is a forum for professionals and more recently, colleges, to network with potential hires,
students, and those with similar interests. Set up a profile on this application (www.LinkedIn.com) and
network your way to internships and jobs! Under the ‘Interests’ tab on the top ribbon, click ‘Education.’
Then click on ‘Prospective student.’ From here you will be able to research and follow schools of interest,
discover career paths of graduates, and ask questions of current students and alumni. LinkedIn allows you
to begin networking in your field today!


